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Why are these areas closed to spiny lobster trap fishing?
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NOAA Fisheries Service and the Gulf and South Atlantic Fishery Management Councils have created
closed areas to protect threatened staghorn and elkhorn coral (Acropora spp.) Prohibiting the use of
lobster traps near these corals reduces their risk of damage due to trap movement caused mostly by
storms.

Why are these corals protected?

26°54' N ¥ 7%

Staghorn and elkhorn corals are a food source and provide important habitat for many different
fish and invertebrates including spiny lobster. Staghorn and elkhorn coral populations have been
reduced by 90-95% since 1980.

The following maps show only coral areas and closures in federal waters because the Gulf and
South Atlantic Councils’ management area are limited to federal waters.
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Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
2203 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 1100
Tampa, Florida 33607
Phone: (813) 348-1630
E-mail: gulfcouncil@gulfcouncil.org

www.gulfcouncil.org
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Important Note: Don’t panic. The red boxes on this map are not the closures. They are a guide

Photos courtesy of: NOAA Photo Library and Emily Muehlstein

to the maps that follow.
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Region C Coordinates

Area | Point North Latitude West Longitude
A 2473519987 8114725.002"

B 24°35"19.997 81714°34.999"

13 C 24°35'29.006" 81°14'34.998"
D 24°35'29.0067 8171425.002"

A 2473519997 81714725.002"
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Region E Coordinates

Area | Point North Latitude West Longitude
A 24°44'37 004" 80°46'47.000"

B 24°44'37.004" 80°46'58.000"

14 C 24°44'47 002 80°46'58.000"
D 24°44'47 002" 80°46'47.000"

A 24°44'37.004 80°46'47.000"
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Region G Coordinates

Area | Point Morth Latitude West Longitude
A, 24°53'32.085" HD"SS"EE-.DEE'

B 247°5338.292 30°3314.670°

1& L 24°5331.673 80°33107.155°
D 24°5324.562° | 80°3314.886"

A, 24°53'32.085" 80°33%22.085°
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fi) 24758581547 80°2603.911°

B 24°58'43.005° | 80°260.001"

23 = 24°58'52.85F 80261 8.020°
D 24°59'03.002° | 80°2611.99%"

A, 24°58'58.154 80°2603.911°
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Region H Coordinates

Area | Point | MNorth Latitude West Longitude Area | Point Morth Latitude West Longitude
A 24°58"7.008" | 80°24'32.999" A 25°02734.008° | 80°2157.000°
B 24°58°41.001" | 80°25'21.008" B 25°02734.008° | 80°22'14997
2 | © 24°5AF7 501" | 80°P5'34.186° 2| C 25°0250.007 | 80°2214.997
D 24°59°33.598 | 80°24'95.187 D 25°02%0.007 | 80°2157.000°
R 245017000 | 802432095 A 25°02'34.008" | 80°2157.000°
A 24°59'44,008" | 80°25°38.000 A 25°03'11.264" | 80°21'36.864"
B 24°59°27.007 | 80°25'48.997 B 25°0302540" | 8072143143
25 | C 24°59°32.665" | 80°2558.610 3| © 25"0308.8985" | 8072151584
D 24°59'49.6658" | 80°25'48.5612 C 25°0317.446" | 802145554
A 24°59°44.008° B0°25°3R8.000" A, 2570311 2947 80°21'36.864"
A 280100006 | 80°2155.007 A 25%03°30.106° | 8072134263
B 25°0100.008" | 80°22'11.996 B 25°0339.267" | 80°21'29508
% | C 26°0118.010° | 80°22'11.996° || O 25°03'35.334" | 80°2118.801"
D 25°0118.010° | 80°2185.002 D 25°03'26.200° | 80°21'24.304
A 25°0100.006" | 80°2155.002 A 25°03'30.196" | 80°21'34.263"
A 26°01'34.597 | 80°2312.008 A 25°03'26.001" | 80°19'43.001"
E 25°0118.010° | 80°2344.000° B 25°0326.001° | 8071954967
. 25°01°22.493 | 80°23'46.473 | 25°03'41.011" | 80°1954.997
D 25°01°36.712 | 80°23'37.665 D 25°03'41.011" | 80°15'43.001"
E 25°01'46.657 | 80°2319.390° A 25°03'26.001° | 80°19'43.001"
A 25°01734.997 | 80°2312.098°
A 25°01°38.005" | 80°21725.598 A 25°0703.008° | 80°1757.999
B 25°01'28.461" | 80°21'46.158" B 25°0703.008° | 80°1810.002
2% | C 25°01°45.008° | 80°2153.995° # | C 25°0714.997 | 80°1810.002°
D 25°0154.55% | 80°21'33.339 D 25°0714.997" | 80°1757.999"
A 25°0138.005° | 80°21725.998" A 25°07 03.008° | 801757069 |
A 25°0153.001" | 80°2308.995 A 25°07'51.156" | 80°17'27.910°
B 25°01%3.001° | 80°2317.997 B 25°07°35.857" | 80°17'37.091"
2 | C 25°02'01.008" | 80°2317.997 a7 | C 25°07'43.712° | 80°1750.171"
D 25°02'01.008" | 80°23108.005 D 25°0769.011" | 80°17'40.998"
A 25°01%3.001° | 80°2308.995 A 25°07'51.156" | 80°17'27.910°
A 25°02'20.000° | 80°22111.001° A 25°0812.002° | 80°1709.995"
B 25°0210.00% | 80°22%0.00Z B 25°0755.001" | 80°17'26.997"
30 | C 25°02'22.252° | 80°22%3.140° 33 | © 25°08'04.988" | B01736.965"
o 2570232.250° | 8072214.138° D 25°0822.000" | 80°17'20.000°
A 25702'20.000° | 80°2211.001" A 250812.002 | 80°1709.966
A 26°02'20.503 | 80°20'30.50F A 25°0818.003" | 80°17'34.001"
5] 26"0216.4558" | 80720435017 B 25°0848.003° | B0°1745087
31 | C 25702'24.999" | 80°20%2.002 3w | C 25°08'28.003" | 8071745957
D 26°02738.004° | 80°20'38.907 D PE°0828.003 | 80°17'34.001
A 2570229503 | 80720°30.503 A 25°08"8.003" | 80°17'34.001"

N.OL.52 M52 N5 M.LEZ M.B.5Z
L] . 2
K L]
: g
= o E-. B
_ o = O £
en @ 0 H
S~ =
3 % (RS R g
& D ~ e
2 2 "
| _ &
4
2
= =
y -
l"‘*. ®
z
&
. 2 9. 2
L :
’.I 1‘| _E
= e,
ST @
g g5 (Tl B
VB s WREe |k
5 Lo = 0O, r
= AL ] % ﬂ &
. e 2
‘ I :
SR — - _;
@S X ";E g
o m A B
g i —_
# & . ¢
o R
|| L e I
= 8 &
| [=] B
=
E
(W
=1 fail] =
™ o T >< ._%.
. LS ! 144 E
-illi""'-l it
% : L]
. L ¥ 1 L] L] ' LB} T 1
& TEAT Mok LSE M.GE MAYG L 2 MG 2

Page 17

* Coral
7 Closed Areas [ Sanctuary Preservation Area (SPA) == State/Federal Water Boundary

Hard Bottom | Research Onty (RO

wr

REGION H



Page 18

Region | Coordinates

Area | Point Morth Latitude West Longitude Area | Paoint Morth Latitude West Longitude

A 25°0703.008" £0"17'57.009" A 250928 .316° B0 ?'ﬂi? 3

B 25°0703.008° | 80°1810.002 B 2570914006 | 80°1/717.000°

3 | C 25°0714.997 | E80°1810.002 a3 | © 2570821697 | B0°1725.280°

5] 25°0714.697 | 80°1757.999" D 2570936008 | B0 /720017

n S5 0-03.008° | 801757995 A 25°09'28.316" | 801703713

A SE*0751.166" BO1727.010° A 257100011 BO1§06.000°

B 25°0735.857 | 80917'37.081" E 2o 10000117 | 807161 7.000°

7 | C 25°07°43.712° | 80°1750.171" “ | C 2571009.895" | 807161 7.000°

D 25°0759.011" | 80°17'40.998" D 25 1009.995° | 8071606.000°

A SE°0751.166" BO1727.010° A 25710000117 B0*1806.000°

A 25°0812.002 | 80°1709.996" A 25 10'29.002" | 80715528057

B AEATES 001" B0 725,097 B 25710725 002" S071604.002°

3 | C 25°08704.998" | 80°17'36.595" a5 | © 25710737897 | 8071604.002
D 25°0822.000° | EO0°1720.0007 D 2571037997 | 80°1552.985"

A 25°0812.002° | 20°1709.59%886° A 2571026002 | 80°15%52.895°

A 25°0818.003° | 80°17'34.001" A 251105998 | B80"14%25.99/7

B 25°0818.003" | 80°17'45.997 B 25"1105.588" | 80°1438.000°

39 c 25°08'20,003° | 80°17'45.007 46 c 25°11°20. 006" | 80°1438.000°

D 25°08'29.003° | 20°1734.001" D 25"11°20006" | 80°1425.997

A 25°088.003° | 80°1734.001 A 2511059598 | B0"1425.997

A 25°08'45.002° | 20°1550.002° A 251200998 | 80°1324.996"

B 25°08°37.999° | 80°1556.998 B 25711'43.008" | 80°1335.000"

0 | C 25°08°42.009" | 80°16'00.985 a7 | © 25"11°46.007" | 80713'494.002

n} 25°08'48,999° | £0°15'53.998" D 25°1206.011° | 80°1333.998"

A 25°08'45.002 | B0°1550.002 A 25°1200598° | 80°1324.996"

A 25°0RB8.007 | 80°17'24.099° A 2571218343 | 8071432.768°

B SR 0BGR.007 | 80°1735.000 B 2571202001 | 20°14'44.001"

I 25°0909.007 | 80°1735.599 28 [ C 25°1207.660° | B0°1452.234°

D 25°08'09.007 | 20°17'24 989 D 25712'24001" | 8071441.001"

A 25°08B8.007 | BO1724.99%" A 2571218343 | B0"1432.768"

A 25°0910.699" £0°16'00.000 A 25715°23.098" B0 220.000°

B 25°0910.009° | 201809.007 B 25°1504576" | 80°1236.120"

az | C 25°09°20.996" | 80°16'09.997 a9 | C 25°1509.812° | 80°1250.066"

D 25°09'20.998" | 20°18'00.000° D 25715'20.148° | 80°12'42.946"

A 25°0910.998" | 20°1800.000° A 25°1523998° | 80°1229.000

A 25716701 897 | 801232.596°

B 25°15°33.419° | 80°1252.394"

0| C 05°1544.007" | A0°1308.001"

D 257162585 | 801248597

A 25716701897 | 80°1232.996"
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Region J Coordinates

Area | Point Morth Latitude West Longitude
A 2571523998 8071 229.000°

B 251504 678" 80°12'36.120"

49 [ 251509812 80°12'50.066"
D 257157201487 8071 2'42.946"

A 26715238687 8071 2'29.000°

A, 2516701 997 8071 2'32.096"

B 25°15°53.4197 8071 252.304"

50 c 251544007 80°13'08.001"
D 25"16" 2 585" 80°12'48.597

A 20718701 .887 207 232.996°

A 25°16°33.006" 80°13'30.001"

B 25°16°33.006" 80°13'41.001°

G 25716%34.42587 80713'41.026

31 D 2571641 .8507 80°1337.475°
E 25718642.001" 80°13'30.001"

A 256°16°33.006" | 80%1330.001"

A 25°1704.7157 80°1211.305°

B 2571861 7007 8071227897

52 c 25°16723.097 80"1247.999"
D 25°1711.7057 80712'31.300°

A, 25°1704.7157 8071211.305°

A 25°17°23.008 80"12'40.000°

B 25°17° 23,008 8071249897

33 (- 25°17°33.005" 80°12'49.897
D 261733005 | 8071240.000°

A 25°17°23.008 8071 2'40.000°

A 2572057 996" 80°09'50.000°

B 2572057 898° 80°1000.000°

54 [ 256721107.005" 80°1000.000°
D 25721107.0057 20709'50.000°

A 2572057 996" 80°08'50.000°

A 25°21°45 004" 80°09'51.998"

B 26°21°38.124 80°0956.722

55 c 2621749124 80*10112.728"
D 25°21%56.004" 80°1007.997

A 25°2145.004° 80°09'51.998°

A, 25°2149.,000" 80°09'21.99%"

B 25672149.000% 80°09'31.995"

56 (9 25°2158.9987 80°09'31.996"
D 25721580987 80°08°21.99%°

A 25°21°349,000" 80°09°21.999°
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Region K Coordinates

Area | Point MNorth Latitude West Longitude
A 25°20'57 296" 80°09'50.000"

B 252057 998" 80°1000.000°

54 C 20°2107.005° 807°1000.000°
D 2572107.005° 80709500007

A 2572057 908" 20709%0.000°

A 25721'45.004° 80709%51.998°

B 25721381247 80709%56.72Z

55 C 25°21'49.124° a0*1012.728"
D 20°21'56.004° 80"1007.997

A 20°21'45.004° 80709%1.998°

A 25721'45 000" 2070921 299

B 25721'45.000° 8070931 996

26 G 2572158.998° 80709°31.996
D 25%21'58.098° a0°09°21 299"

A 25°21'49.000° 80°09°21.99%

A 25"24'31.008° 80°0/7°36.997

B 25724'31.008° B0707'48.999°

57 C 25724'41 .005° 8070748 .99
D 2572441 .005° 8070/36.99/7

A 25724'31.0087 80°0736.897

A 25251 4.005° 80°0/°27.995"

E 257251740057 80°0/744.001°

S8 C 20720°26.0087 807074400717
D 25°25°26.008" 800/ 27,895

A 2572514.005° 807027 895
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Region L Coordinates

25742 N

25°41N
i
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Area | Point MNorth Latitude West lﬂngitude
A 25351 3.9967 80°05'39.998°

B 25351 3.9967 80°05%0.99%8"

59 C 25°35'24.007 80°05%50.988"
D 25°3524.007 80°05'39.9949"

A 257351 3.9967 B0°05'38.99%°

A £25°40%7.003 80°05'43.000°

B 25°40%7.003 80°0554.000"

C 25°41'06.5507 B80°0553.980°

60 D 25°4118.1367 BO"05'49.158"
E 25°4118.0017 80°05'43.000°

A 25°40%7.003 80°05'43.000°
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Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council

2203 N. Lois Avenue
Suite 1100
Tampa, FL 33607

Tel: 888-833-1844

Fax: 813-348-1711

Email: gulfcouncil@gulfcouncil.org
Web site: www.qgulfcouncil.org

Fird us on

Facebook

Authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976. Public Law 94—-265 as amended. This is a
publication of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council pursuant to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Award No.
NATONMF4410011.



