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Sanctuary Advisory Council Artificial Habitat Workshop 
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary Marine Zoning and Regulatory Review 

FKNMS Eco-Discovery Center – July 7-8, 2015 
 

DRAFT AGENDA 
 

~Workshop Goal~ 
Convene user groups, researchers, and Sanctuary managers to discuss and clarify the 
interests, research needs, and policies surrounding the use of artificial habitats in the Florida 
Keys National Marine Sanctuary. 
 

~Meeting Objectives~ 
• Review the history and current status of artificial habitat permitting, placement, use, and 

monitoring in the Florida Keys. 
• Share area agencies’ definitions of artificial habitat/reefs, and clarify how Sanctuary 

regulations and mandates apply to artificial habitat/reefs. 
• Discuss how the interests of the Sanctuary and of user groups intersect with the issue of 

artificial habitats, exploring how both potential benefits and impacts connect to those 
interests. 

• Review a science synthesis completed in 2012, and identify and prioritize remaining 
research needed to assess the benefits and impacts of artificial habitat use in the Sanctuary. 

• Discuss strategies for addressing research needs using the existing artificial habitats in the 
Sanctuary. 

• Discuss leveraging partnerships, outside expertise, and other sources of external funding to 
support artificial habitat research and planning in FKNMS, given the Sanctuary's resource 
limitations and mandates to protect natural habitats. 

• Brainstorm potential approaches and actions the Sanctuary and user groups can pursue 
both to clarify the permit process and to improve permit compliance 

• Explore considerations for the future of artificial habitat in the Sanctuary 
• Identify how the Sanctuary, researchers, and user groups can continue to share information 

on artificial habitats to inform research and management in the Sanctuary and beyond. 
 

 
 

~ Tuesday, July 7th~ 
 

8:30 – 9:00am  Check-in and Coffee  
 
9:00 – 9:30am  Welcome, Review of Agenda, and Introductions 

 
9:30 – 10:00am History and Current Status of Artificial Habitat Permitting, Placement,  

Use, and Monitoring in the Florida Keys (Joanne Delaney, FKNMS) 
 

10:00 – 10:30am Science Synthesis and Recent Research 
 
10:30 – 10:45am Break 
 
10:45 – 12:15pm Discussion: Interests, Benefits, and Impacts 
 
12:15 – 1:15pm Lunch (Provided for Working Group Members) 
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1:15 – 2:15pm  Discussion: Remaining Research Needs 
 
2:15 – 2:30pm  Public Input Opportunity 
 
2:30 – 2:45pm  Break 
 
2:45 – 4:00pm  Breakout Groups: Addressing Priority Research Gaps Using Existing  

Artificial Habitats in the Sanctuary   
 
4:00 – 4:30pm  Report Out 
 
4:30 – 4:45pm  Wrap Up Day 1, Preview Day 2 
 

 
 

~ Wednesday, July 8th ~ 
 
8:30 – 9:00am  Check-in and Coffee  
 
9:00 – 9:05am  Welcome Back, Preview of Day 2 
 
9:05 – 9:30am  Brainstorm: Strategies for Clarifying the Permit Process and Improving  

Permit Compliance 
 
9:30 – 11:00am Breakout Groups: Considerations for the Future of Artificial Habitat in the  

Sanctuary 
 
11:00 – 11:15am Break 
 
11:15 – 11:45am Report Out 
 
11:45 – 12:45pm Discussion: Take-Homes, Next Steps on Filling Research Gaps, and  

Ways to Continue the Dialog 
 
12:45 – 1:00pm Wrap Up and Adjourn 
 
 
 
 


