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● Science & Resource Protection
○ In 2002, the sanctuary was designated a  Particularly Sensitive Sea 

Area, the first in the U.S. of this rare form of international protection; 

two Ecological Reserves were established, protecting more than 

160 sq. nautical miles of marine habitat; and the establishment of 

the Water Quality Protection Program.
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● Stewardship
○ The Eco-Discovery Center in Key West has hosted more than 

750,000 visitors from 85 foreign countries; volunteers have 

contributed over 35,000 hours; establishment of Blue Star Fishing & 

Diving programs encourages operators to practice responsible 

tourism.

http://floridakeys/noaa.gov/30th

http://floridakeys/noaa.gov/30th


● Maritime Heritage
○ The sanctuary’s submerged heritage conservation and preservation 

efforts include the story of the pirate slave ship Guerrero; identifying 

two previously unknown steamship wrecks - the Hannah M. Bell and 

Acorn; establishment of the historic Shipwreck Trail and a survey of 

long-abandoned submerged navigational aids, such as Totten 

Beacons.
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● Mooring Buoys
○ First installed in Key Largo 1981 by John Halas, sanctuary staff now 

installs and maintains over 800 buoys up and down the Keys and 

sanctuary teams have traveled as far as China and Colombia to help 

establish similar buoy systems. The sanctuary’s buoy system is now 

used in 38 countries worldwide.
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● Restoration
○ Each year for the last 3 years, 15,000-30,000 elkhorn & 

staghorn corals have been outplanted onto the reef bypermitted

partners.
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● Sanctuary Voices, in their own words
○ From Bob Holston, who started it all:

“My partner, CeCe, and I were invited to nominate the Florida Keys as a 

national marine sanctuary and testify before Congress on the need for 

protection of the only living coral barrier reef in the continental United 

States….."
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So how did we do?

● Facebook:

○ Total Reach in October = 43,673

○ Total Reach in November = 170,616

■ 290% increase

● Twitter:

○ Total Impressions in October = 22,100

○ Total Impressions in November = 55,626

■ 152% increase
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